
BLACK EYE is an exhibition focused on the 21st century 

black identity experience. It is a multi-generational 

journey through the shifting dynamics of race over the 

last 20 years. The apex of the show’s concept lives 

in a new idealism forged from the millennial mindset 

which highlights the definition of “self” as a limitless, 

layered and wonderfully fragmented whole. Gender, 

sexuality, transculturalism and political proclamation 

become far more fitting identifiers of self than the color 

of one’s skin.

The successes and narratives of the Black Original have 

driven the cultural perception of race from a feared, 

forlorn place to the default wellspring of inspiration 

and innovation. Using the Obama era as a touchstone, 

Black Eye will explore contemporary notions of blackness 

through the minds of the world’s leading black artists. 

They embody the spirit of new social terrain by creating 

and living unconventionally—but that is what is expected 

of great artists. We look to them to help describe 

some tenable if tenuous social utopia where race 

occupies a less tempestuous mental turf; where in the 

prioritization of what constitutes the self—race— even 

with contemporary society’s strides forward, operates as 

an archaic binary. 

BLACK EYE IS CURATED BY NICOLA VASSELL. Vassell is 

Founder of Concept NV, an art ideation lab specialized 

in the development of fine art exhibitions and art-

integrated projects that articulate cultural and social 

phenomena. Formerly a Director at Pace Gallery and Deitch 

Projects, NY, Vassell managed the careers of emerging 

and established artists. Vassell organized numerous 

exhibition and book projects including, Jean-Michel 

Basquiat 1981: The Studio of the Street; Substraction; 

Francesco Clemente, Works 1971 – 1979;  Tauba Auerbach: 

Here and Now/And Nowhere and Kehinde Wiley: Black Light.

C O N C E P T  N V  P R E S E N T S  B L A C K  E Y E
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R A S H A A D  N E W S O M E

K U D Z A N A I  C H I U R A I

T O Y I N  O D U T O L A 

L AT O YA  R U B Y  F R A Z I E R

C H R I S T I A N  R O S A

D AV I D  H A M M O N S
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